A magniloquent style and the use of poetic and rare words also contribute to an archaic patina and suggest an ancient Pythagorean origin. In most cases, the texts are attributed to Pythagoreans of the second generation, active in the fifth and fourth century BC. Among them, we recall Philolaus of Croton, Timaeus of Locri, Archytas of Tarentum, and Ocellus of Lucania. It remains difficult to establish whether these texts are the product of at least a single philosophical circle if not a single personality, or whether they can be traced back to philosophers promoting different or even competing ideas of Pythagorean philosophy.4
The common philosophical substratum of these texts is a theory of two supreme principles: a principle of definiteness and a principle of indefiniteness. The interaction of these principles is assumed as the explanatory model for each domain of knowledge, from the physical to the ethical, since the two principles are held to rule each level of reality. There is now a broad consensus on dating most of these treatises to the period from the first century BC to the first century AD. Their philosophical context is the emergence of a dogmatic type of Platonism. Affinities have been detected particularly with the extant evidence for Eudorus of Alexandria, whose activity can be dated to the middle of the first century BC and whose interest in Pythagoreanism is well documented.5 Moreover, the assimilation of Aristotelian ideas in some Ps-Pythagoreans texts presupposes the earliest exegetical activity on Aristotle's school treatises, especially the Categories.6
The Doric Pythagorean pseudepigrapha share a philosophical method that is prominent in much post-Hellenistic philosophy and literature. Many if not most post-Hellenistic authors returned to the ancients and claimed to find their own philosophical claims in their works. Among the ancients, Plato occupied a special position of authority. However, the authors of our texts went further than this: they thought that Plato's philosophy was a source of truth because he had an ancient, that is, Pythagorean, pedigree. Given the absence of original Pythagorean writings, at least of writings dealing with the philosophical topics in which our authors were interested, they created a corpus of Pythagorean texts in order to demonstrate that these works served as model not only for
